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Evora...

On 25 November 1986, UNESCO classified Evora as World Heritage. The Historic Centre of Evora,
covers the whole intra-medieval walls, which makes an approximate area of 107 ha, with 190 classified elements (thirty
national monuments).

Evora is a city of capital importance in the Alentejo region, due to the centrality of its geographical

position, access networks, and its historical and cultural heritage.
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URBCOM - EVORACOM

Within the scope of EVORACOM Programme (programme of support to commercial modernization), the
Municipality proceeded to the modernization of the main commercial areas of the city, implementing a process of urban
renewal and upgrade.

The delimitation of the area of intervention EVORACOM was preceded by a comprehensive study,

leading to a survey of the existing conditions and needs of traders. This study thereby allowed the definition of a global

strategy of intervention that could turn, in the future, the present historic centre of Evora into a Great Open-Air

Commercial Centre.
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Problems detected

The problems detected in the overall study showed, generally, low attractiveness and poor urban comfort

in the central core of Evora, parking difficulties, poor lighting, pavement irregularity, degradation of some squares,

mismatch of urban furniture, etc...
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Area of intervention

After the situation was diagnosed, it was possible to delimitate the area of intervention, in a total of 9
acres, in the most central core of the historic centre, where there is greater concentration and diversity of shops.

The delimited area not only concentrates the main commercial areas of the city but also includes, in
addition, the major structural areas for daily life and mobility in the city (Giraldo Square, Joaquim Antonio de Aguiar
Square and First of May Square).

The significant growth of the population and the increase of domestic and foreign visitors, plus a floating

population brought in by the University, creates new demands and requires new interventions in the urban space. It is

therefore important to consider the whole issue of EVORACOM, a comprehensive framework linked to the evolution and

transition of the city into an increasingly urban centre.
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Levels of intervention

The levels of intervention included:
- The redefinition of the functional squares
- The consolidation and enlargement of pedestrian’s streets

- Modernization of some equipment and furniture.
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Basic principles

The basic principles of EVORACOM program were:

- The strengthening of space dedicated to pedestrians

- Reducing the excessive variety of materials and types of pavement

- The use of granite as a base material

- The use of paving materials in order to facilitate the permeability of soll

- Use of 5x5 cubes and granite slabs in pedestrian areas
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Intervention Criteria

The intervention criteria advocated:

- The enlargement of the pedestrian area in situations of conflict and commercial importance

(Square of Sertério, Alvaro Velho square, Miguel Bombarda street)

- Definition of spaces exclusively for pedestrians, comfortable and settled in profile
- Extending walks in the streets and squares, with pedestrian streets and vehicles, with the reorganization
and establishment of parking

- Continuous walks (without interruption the access in transverse sides).
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Interventions in the urban space

The enlargement of the pedestrian area, is a way of ensuring an alternative mobility, and the pedestrian
areas naturally inclusive, allowing the integration and expression of different uses, experiences and cultures. The areas
reserved for pedestrians have a versatile and multifunctional character, and are essential to a quality life in cities.

With this set of interventions, there was a significant improvement of urban comfort, and, at the same

time, a new function for the main squares and spaces within the Historical Centre.
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Design for all

Under the EU Equal project "Opportunity for All" in 2004 with the theme "People in Physical Handicap,"
the Portuguese Design Centre organized the Inclusive Design Award, with the aim to reward, organizations and
individuals, who are concerned with social inclusion.

On May 12, 2004, the jury met to award of prizes in the following categories: local authorities, Architecture
and Design "Inclusive City - Method, Program and Projects" - Award for new works and/or occasional interventions in
building/public space; Other initiatives in the area of inclusiveness (specific training programs) of the services to users,

communication - Evora and Vila do Conde City Councils were awarded the first prize, in ex aequo, in this category.

Evora - City Council - Camara Municipal - Ayuntamiento - Stadtrat - Le conseil municipal - Fopoackoii coseT - iz - THET w3

Evora - City Council - Camara Municipal - Ayuntamiento - Stadtrat




What is the best solution?

Shared space concept?
Shared surface streets?

The challenge...

To the planners, architects, local and national governments is to create streets

for everyone.
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Evora for all

Evora City Council

Historical Centre, Heritage and Culture Department

Carlos Baioneta de Almeida
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